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Happy Summer,
everyone! The season
of long, hot days
when the sun is most
active and beautiful
rainbows. So, let the
sunshine in!
In June, I attended
the American Library
Association’s (ALA)
Karen Manning
Annual Conference in
Washington, DC. Being among library
professionals of different ethnicities, races, and
genders spoke volumes of who we are and how
much is being accomplished together. I
participated in sessions that contributed to my
professional development and provided more
leadership interaction. Spending time with
other chapter leaders from across the nation
was a learning experience for us all. We
discussed objectives, goals, strategies, as well as
favorable and unfavorable outcomes that were
taking place within our respective associations.
Shared tips were received enthusiastically, with
some likely to be implemented. It was a
pleasure meeting ALA’s 2021–2022 Outgoing
President Patty Wong, 2022–2023 Incoming
President Lessa Kanani’opua Pelayo-Lozada,
2020–2021 Past President Julius Jefferson, Jr.,
and the Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden in
person. The aspiration to become more
unexpectedly filled me in those moments. I felt
a sense of belonging at ALA and was reassured
that our 2022 Georgia Libraries Conference
(GLC) theme, “You Belong: Because We’re
Better Together,” is relevant and meaningful.
It was a pleasure to see some of our GLA
members in person at ALA! We experienced
camaraderie outside of Georgia and joked
about traveling all the way to Washington, DC,
to see each other in person.
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In other news, I am serving on a Project
Advisory Committee (PAC) for the Georgia
Technology White Paper Project. Broadband
access is an essential utility that improves the
lives of people in communities near and far.
This can be problematic in areas of Georgia with
broadband access issues, and for people with
disabilities or others who do not have the
hardware or income to afford access. The
purpose of the project is to create a set of
recommendations for the Georgia Council on
Developmental Disabilities to use over the next
five years to enhance the use of technology by
people with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. Libraries have an essential role in
providing access to the internet. I will reach out
to our Library Services for Persons with
Disabilities Interest Group and others who can
share knowledge or information that may be
beneficial in this effort.
Let’s “dive” into the goings-on of the Georgia
Library Association (GLA).
The 2022 Georgia Libraries Conference
Committee is exuding a lot of energy and
diligently planning to make a splash in Macon,
GA. An abundance of topics was received as
program proposals. Stay tuned for many
opportunities to gather and network through
learning sessions and informal gatherings at the
conference. It is a “shore” thing that many will
attend! See you in Macon!
Surfing for some interest group activities, here
is the lineup of recent activities and events:
• Black Caucus Interest Group presented a
workshop titled "Preserving Your
Treasures" and had a Juneteenth lecture.
The group also produced robust and
informative newsletters.
• Distance Learning Interest Group had an
online show-and-tell to share information
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about technology tools useful for online
instruction.
• Gender & Sexuality Diversities Interest
Group invited all to join them in a funfilled game night in their Rainbow Café.
• Professional & Continuing Education
Interest Group invite all to join them in
their Adult Programming Paloozas: “It’s
Your Library. All Grown Up.”
• Programming Interest Group's “Learn and
Share” programs are planned with
quarterly topics.
• Reference & Instruction Services Interest
Group Round Table series are held each
month in their Google Meet space.
• In June, Carterette Webinar Series
presented a webinar titled, “Am I Doing
This Right? Advice for First Time
Managers.”
The oceans of possibilities for gaining
knowledge are vast through qualitative GLA
output. If you have not taken advantage of the
great learning opportunities and fun events
offered by GLA divisions, committees, or
interest groups, you are missing out on
relevant, informative, educational resources.
These are wonderful ways to network and
socialize. Take the time to occasionally refresh
or add to your knowledge by attending.
I am very excited about GLA’s and the Society of
Georgia Archivists’ interest in building a more
collaborative partnership. Open ideas from both
groups will potentially become a joint,
multivarious expression of collaboration. This
effort harnesses collective and thorough
knowledge of both professions and supports
belonging. We are better together!
Strategic planning implementation is ongoing.
Our members are making great strides to fulfill
several of GLA’s strategic goals: community,
accessibility, and inclusion and collaboration.
The Advocacy Committee and Georgia Library
Trustees and Friends Group are poised to
merge, forming the Advocacy Division before or
by early 2023. This new strategic pathway
where resources are pooled together is a leap
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towards providing effective advocacy for
libraries in a greater capacity. A diversity grant
to increase Black, Indigenous, and People of
Color (BIPOC) involvement with GLA and to
fulfill another strategic goal has been
presented. More work on developing the grant
is in process and should be active for the 2023
awards. Additionally, our webmaster added an
accessibility feature to assist and enhance how
viewers engage with the GLA website.
Addressing our technology tools and platforms
will also be reviewed for accessibility
enhancements.
The GLA membership portal has been updated
to include an option for gifting a membership.
We can strengthen and diversify our
membership by introducing people to our
association. Enrich and expand someone’s
horizon through an introduction to GLA.
While meditating and watching the specks of
light illuminating from the night fireflies, I am
reminded that you all are the light that shines
brightly upon the Georgia Library Association. It
is your commitment and dedication that keeps
us afloat and sailing along.
The song “Summertime,” recorded by multiple
artists, reminds me to reflect on possibilities.
Taking advantage of the lazy, hazy days of
summer, I will pause to catch some rays and
enjoy some of my summertime favorites:
seashores, rolling waves, sailing, feet in the
sand, ice cream cones, beach reading, blue
water, and palm trees. Whether vacationing or
not, enjoying the outdoors or staying inside,
take time to unwind, refresh, and keep cool! Let
the summer sun be a beacon that illuminates
your inspiration, ignites energy and motivation,
and sparks new ideas for collaboration! Have a
sun-sational summer everyone! Please reach
out to me or any board members with
additional ideas, suggestions, or comments.
Karen Manning is the 2022 president of the
Georgia Library Association. She can be reached
at president@georgialibraryassociation.org
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Bookish Trailblazers at the Forsyth County Public Library
Take a walk in the woods
with the Forsyth County
Public Library (FCPL)!
Bookish Trailblazers is an
outdoor book club
dedicated to bringing
nature and adventure to
library patrons.
Bookish Trailblazers was
created by Jessica Doss—
an information specialist
at the Sharon Forks
Branch with a passion for
the outdoors and nature
conservancy—after
reading about a kayaking
book club at the Russell
Library in Connecticut. In
August 2021, FCPL was
The May 2022 meeting of the Bookish Trailblazers
beginning to resume inclub—and two staff members. Since its
person programming, and introducing an
inception, the book club has seen better
outdoor program was a perfect way to make
attendance when meeting outside than inside
this transition. This program is the first of its
because patrons are still cautious with indoor
kind at FCPL and has received much interest
programs after COVID-19.
since it started. The book club meets at a local
park once a month, where the group walks
The books selected for the book club are all
approximately one mile on the paved path
nonfiction books—mostly memoirs—that focus
around the park and then meets at a pavilion to
on nature and adventure. The program kicked
discuss the selected book. Depending on the
off in August with A Walk in the Woods by Bill
attendees, the group breaks up into two or
Bryson, and for May the book will be Two Trees
three walking paces, with the speed walkers in
Make a Forest by Jessica J. Lee. The most
front, normal pace walkers in the middle, and
popular book so far was Leave Only Footprints
slow walkers at the end. Despite the varying
by Conor Knighton. Discussions about the books
paces, the group sticks together and makes it
are enlightening and interesting, especially so
back to the pavilion in about 15 minutes. When
because each patron has a different background
the weather is unfavorable, such as rain or
which allows them to shed light on the topic at
freezing temperatures, the book club is moved
hand. For example, one patron is an
inside to the Sharon Forks Branch. The average
experienced hiker and explains unfamiliar trail
attendance for the program is five to six
terms or practices to the other patrons.
patrons—which is perfect for this type of book
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Another patron teaches agricultural classes at
the local university and enlightens the group
with information about sustainability and
farming practices. Everyone leaves the meeting
learning something new and with a revitalized
respect for the outdoors.
There have been numerous studies on how
nature is beneficial to our health and hosting a
program outside of the walls of the library is a
great way to help patrons become more active
and more familiar with nature. One participant
told FCPL that “we need more programs like
this to learn about nature, so we respect our
natural environment.” Bookish Trailblazers
strives to do just that.
Learn more about the Forsyth County Public
Library at https://www.forsythpl.org/.
Jessica Doss is an information specialist at the
Forsyth County Public Library

The May 2022 book selection
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The Landry Learning Lab at the Azalea Regional Library System

The opening of the Landry Learning Lab

Morgan County Library, part of the awardwinning Azalea Regional Library System (ARLS),
is home to the system’s first makerspace. The
Landry Learning Lab provides children with a
place to learn about science, technology,
architecture, engineering, robotics, and all the
humanities in a fully immersive environment.
The project was funded by a generous
bequest from Mildred Owen-Landry,
who was a longtime resident of
Madison, GA. Mrs. Landry believed that
the library played an important role in
furthering literacy in the community
and requested that her donation be
used for the enhancement of programs
and services for children. The Friends of
the Morgan County Library also
provided funds to purchase items
needed to equip the space, including a
SmartBoard to assist instructors during
STEAM activities and after-school
programs.

Since its completion last year, the concept lab
has brought renewed attention to the library, as
staff have seen an increase in visitors who
previously weren’t library users. Colby Hunter,
manager for the Morgan County Library,
explained:
Many parents found out about [the
makerspace] through the school system
and started bringing their children into
the library after school to utilize the
space. Students are able to create and
learn while the adults have the
opportunity to explore the library’s
collection and meet and talk with other
parents.
The library has also seen an increase in
participation and support for other programs
and activities since opening the lab. Hunter
stated there are plans for adding a 3D printer in
the near future.
Accessible to all ages, the Landry Learning Lab
serves as a safe and collaborative environment

Children enjoying the Landry Learning Lab

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1
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Children enjoying the Landry Learning Lab

for ideas to formulate and grow. Filled with
tools for creativity and discovery, the
makerspace contains items such as sewing
machines, Legos, record players, science kits, a
puppet theater, and even a collection of
ukuleles. It is a place where imaginative
learning, creativity, and interactive play thrives,
all essential skill sets for young minds and often
the key to unlocking a child’s potential. Several
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other ARLS libraries are currently planning to
build makerspaces for their communities in
Greene, Jasper, and Walton counties.
To learn more about the Azalea Regional Library
System, please visit https://azalealibraries.org/.
Ashley Pearson is a member services librarian at
Azalea Regional Library System
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NASA Webb Space Telescope Community Events and Beanstack Challenge
Live Oak Public Libraries was selected as one of
almost 500 locations across the country to
celebrate the launch of the James Webb Space
Telescope (JWST), NASA’s next great space
science observatory. Rincon Library and other
locations across the library system offered a
range of programs to bring the excitement of
science, technology, engineering, arts, and
math (STEAM) to children and the community.
In the spring of 2021, library staff applied and
were accepted to be a NASA partner site. The
team began planning programs to spotlight the
once-in-a-generation event of the JWST launch
and to spark ongoing interest in STEAM-based
learning opportunities at the library.

Fun at the Rincon Library’s space-themed art program

Throughout October and November, libraries
facilitated opportunities to explore space,
science, and the universe. Activities included
take-home STEAM project kits, virtual maker
programs, and online space storytimes with
NASA astrophysicist and subject-matter expert
Antara Basu-Zych. In December, Rincon Library
hosted a space-themed art program in which
attendees created out-of-this-world art projects
that remained on exhibit at the library
throughout the month of January.
Also in December, Live Oak Public Libraries took
part in Beanstack’s national "Look Up! The
James Webb Space Telescope Challenge"
program sponsored by NASA @ My Library. The
program encouraged all ages to read, enjoy
virtual activities, and learn more about the
JWST. With the telescope launch occurring later
in the month, libraries hosted watch parties
and streamed live coverage of the event. The
reading challenge was also well-received. Live
Oak Public Libraries was named the grand prize
winner with most participation across the

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1
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country. The libraries received STEAM resource
backpacks that can be checked out at any Oak
Public Libraries locations.

panel can assist the visually impaired in
experiencing the shape of the pillars, matching
what can be seen in the two-dimensional image
with the addition of three-dimensional
information.

Libraries partnered
with local schools and
homeschool families
The first images being
to further inspire the
sent back to NASA
community. A public
from the Webb
school parent told
Telescope are
Rincon Library staff
anticipated in the
that their child had
summer of 2022.
just started studying
Rincon Library is
about space in class,
planning events to
and the space
share those images
storytimes reinforced
and videos as well.
what they were
This will provide
learning. A
another unique
homeschool family
opportunity for
said they were using
communities to
the program as a
engage in
"jumping off" point
conversations about
for the space unit
our understanding of
Tactile panel depicting the Pillars of Creation
they were about to
the universe.
start. The library also built a dedicated webpage
with JWST community initiative events as well
To learn more about the Webb telescope, visit
as links to additional resources for parents and
http://webb.nasa.gov.
educators.
For more information about Live Oak Public
This February, Rincon Library was again chosen
Libraries, visit http://liveoakpl.org.
as a community partner—this time to display a
tactile panel of the Pillars of Creation, an iconic
Sarah Collier is the director of communications
image captured by the Hubble Telescope. The
and marketing at Live Oak Public Libraries
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My private library is small, but my access to
books has been without limit.

the academic libraries in which I worked, all of
which I took advantage of extensively.

While in elementary school, I took advantage of
a program in which we could order books from
a catalog at a very reasonable cost. That was
fun, and I read these books with great
enthusiasm while staying within my small
budget. I no longer own these books and I don’t
remember the titles, but I remember the plots
and characters of some. For example, a book
about a young girl who was in the foster system
and in the
end was
adopted
along with
her siblings
by the same
family, after
much worry
on her part.
Was it called
Ready Made
Family? I do
remember
what the
cover looked
like.

My first memory of an interaction with a
librarian happened in my elementary school
library. I checked out a book one day, took it
home and read it that evening, straight through
(it was really good). I then went to the library to
return it the next day. As I handed it to the
librarian, she refused to take it. I was
nonplussed. Why don’t you want the book back
I asked? She said, rather haughtily, that she
couldn’t take it
back because I
had just
checked it out
the day
before, so I
couldn’t have
read it all, and
I had to take it
home and
really read it. I
told her, yes, I
read it last
night. She said,
no, you can’t
read a book
that fast. What
the heck? My
first thought
was that this
adult is calling me a liar. I was deeply offended
and stood my ground. Finally, after a little more
back and forth, she said, well if you read it, tell
me what happened (basically a verbal book
report). I started with the first chapter and
talked about the story and the characters, in
great detail. By the time I got to the third or
fourth chapter, she snatched the book away
from my hands, said that’s enough, and left in a
huff. Despite this negative experience, I
continued my treks to the library; it wasn’t

Other than
the spurt of
activity with
the elementary school book buying program, I
really have not purchased many books over the
years. I own maybe a few dozen that I keep
handy, along with a box of very old art
textbooks that are in the attic (I’m a little
attached to my Gardner’s Art Through the
Ages). Much of the reason for my small
collection has to do with the constant access to
libraries throughout my life, including school
libraries, the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, and

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1
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traumatic enough to send me back to book
buying.
In-home access to free reading materials while
growing up also likely influenced my disinterest
in book buying. As the youngest of ten children,
I not only had access to hand-me-down clothes
but also hand-me-down books left in our family
home when siblings went off to college. My
older siblings were voracious readers with a
variety of preferences, so I had many choices.
We had a bedroom where many of the books
stayed, and I used this room as my private
library, wandering in when needed to find a
book to read, including ones that were likely
not age appropriate. I remember my father
telling me that I would have nightmares when
he saw me reading Helter Skelter by Vincent
Bugliosi and Curt Gentry, but he did not take
the book away from me. My parents weren’t
like that; or, by the time I was born, maybe they
were just tired.

Published by DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University, 2022

Going off to university resulted in me giving up
reading for pleasure because class assignments
and social events filled my time. After
graduating, I found a job as the interlibrary loan
borrowing supervisor at the University of
Georgia Main Library and returned to reading
with a vengeance. The third floor of the main
library became my personal library, and the
fourth floor as well when I was in the mood for
historical biography. At the time, I focused on
19th and early 20th century novels by British
and American authors. I also read novels by the
same author until I grew weary of repeated plot
devices and characters with similar backgrounds
and families (I’m talking to you, Jane Austen.) I
was a shelf browser and found books by
Dickens, Wharton, Wolfe, du Maurier, James,
and others. Some of the books were quite
challenging and improved my reading
comprehension—such as Wings of the Dove by
Henry James, a book with paragraphs that are
more than a page long. I also read less
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“academic” books, such as the last five books in
the Poldark series by Winston Graham. I had no
idea these existed until I found them while
browsing (serendipity). I uncharacteristically
bought the first seven books in the series after
watching the original PBS TV series in the 70s.
I accidentally bought, but now treasure, Zora
Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God
and believe that it has the best first sentence in
a novel: “Ships at a distance have every man’s
wish on board.” I found it at a flea market
thinking that it was a different book
recommended by a friend, whose title I could
not quite remember. I also treasure Joyce
Carey’s The Horse’s Mouth bought at a used
book store. I first read The Horse’s Mouth in
high school but enjoyed it much more when
reading it by choice. As a retirement present, I
received a Barnes & Noble gift card and ordered
Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale
(already read twice, but I wanted to keep one
handy for future rereading) and Walter Tevis’s
The Queen’s Gambit. I confess that I bought
Gambit because I enjoyed the Netflix series and

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1

will also confess that streaming series and
movies, especially international ones such as KDrama and Bollywood, is now definitely taking
up more of my time than it should, and I need
to get back to reading novels. Ann Patchett’s
The Dutch House is waiting in the wings; this
book I found in a box of free books in front of a
house while on a neighborhood walk.
Even though I haven’t bought or own many
books, when I look around my home, I am
surrounded by massive amounts of books
bought by my spouse or inherited from his late
parents. He even owns old and out-of-date
encyclopedias that I would like to weed, but
which are staying on the shelves for now. So, I
have access to numerous books that I do not
exactly own, but which I can read at any time,
for free, much like living in a library. Except for a
deep clean of one wall of bookshelves, I have
yet to fully explore this library and look forward
to browsing.
Virginia Feher is a retired librarian and the
former editor of the Georgia Library Quarterly
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Summer Reading in Georgia Public Libraries
By Kelly E. Williams

An “Oceans of Possibility” display at a Georgia library

Summer in Georgia means three things:
mosquitos, watermelon, and summer reading
programs! Across the state’s many public
libraries, staff are gearing up to make this
summer’s programs boost literacy skills,
connect those within the community, and
provide free books and entertainment for both
children and adults. One of the best resources
available for summer planning is the annual
posting of the Collaborative Summer Library
Program (CSLP) Manual, which contains this
year’s theme and a wealth of information and
suggestions for planners.
The goal of summer reading is to prevent the
“summer slide,” an effect that summer break
has on children as they spend two months away
from daily academics and the structure of
school programs. According to Atteberry,
Allison, and McEachin (2020), students lose an
estimated 17–34% of the knowledge gained
over the school year when they break for the
summer, with literacy being a key component
of that loss. To attempt to reverse this effect or
provide a buffer against it, libraries use summer
reading programs to provide children (and,

Published by DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University, 2022

more recently, adults) with free books, classes,
activities, and other resources.
CSLP was created in 1987 in part to halt the
summer slide and help librarians craft an
enjoyable summer experience for all ages by
sharing ideas, information, crafts, artwork, and
incentives to get people reading. CSLP chooses
a different theme every year and uses that
theme to create a manual with illustrations,
program ideas, helpful tips, and literacypromoting activities. The 2022 theme is
“Oceans of Possibilities.” The artwork, designed
by Sophie Blackall, contains a joyful medley of
sea creatures and children interacting with their
summer books.
The CSLP manual is updated annually by
contributions from volunteers from libraries
across the country. Often, Georgia libraries
contribute to the success of the manual by
taking part in the project. Devera Chandler
(Gwinnett County Public Library) and Kara
Rumble (Sequoyah Regional Library System)
participated in the creation of the manuals in
both 2020 and 2021. Chandler and Rumble
were kind enough to answer a few questions
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Devera Chandler of Gwinnett County Public Library (left) and Kara Rumble of Sequoyah Regional Library System (right)

about what it is like to work on the manual and
how others can get involved.
Q. Why did you join the CSLP team?
Chandler: When I first found out about the CSLP
team, I wanted to be a part of the process of
coming up with ideas and organizing the
manual.
Rumble: I wanted to join the CSLP team
because I wanted to learn more about what
CSLP does to help libraries from all around get
ready for summer.
Q. What is your favorite thing about summer
reading?
Chandler: I love seeing everyone reading
throughout the summer and even more so
reading books they are interested in rather than
reading assignments. Also, for many families,
this is the only time we get to see them and
interact with them to encourage coming back
into the library.
Rumble: My favorite thing about summer
reading is working with my teammates to bring

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1

big ideas to life so we can better connect with
our community! Seeing those out-of-the-box
ideas come to life and community members
enjoying them and, in turn, getting connected
to the library. Staff are able to see the impact of
their hard work. Powerful moments!
Q. What is the most memorable program you
have done for summer reading?
Chandler: One year we had a silent library
program where teens had to complete hilarious
challenges without making a sound. In the end,
I believe the staff was laughing the hardest.
That program was so successful, I was asked to
write an article about it for Voice of Youth
Advocates magazine.
Rumble: Gosh, what a tough question! Last year
our whole system really banded together (along
with our local schools) to host a drive-through
safari to kick off summer. The drive-through
portion took place via school carpool lanes and
attendees were invited to visit the library
afterwards for a summer party featuring yard
games, popsicles, etc. It was truly a team effort
to implement, and we were able to connect to a
lot of people who were new to the library.
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Q. How do you think your library best
contributes to combating the summer slide?

Q. How can others join or contribute to the
CSLP project?

Chandler: Here at my branch, not only do we
have system-wide incentives (logs, Beanstack)
but we are continuing our Reading Buddies
program. This encourages children to read out
loud without being judged by their peers. It is
very successful.

Chandler: I originally found out about it through
a contact at the Georgia Public Library Service
(GPLS).

Rumble: Where to start! We implement
monthly Beanstack challenges, but summer is
obviously when it shines brightest. We also
created our own badge books filled with
activities for those who cannot use Beanstack
for various reasons or prefer a physical option.
Something that we’re experimenting with this
year to help maintain user engagement all
summer long is weekly achievements and
incentives in addition to our end-of-summer
prizes. We hope that we keep our readers
excited about reading through the summer
months! Of course, programming plays a crucial
role in us connecting caregivers to a variety of
early literacy resources whether that be at a
story time, a summer party at a local park, or
animal program.

Rumble: It’s really a lot easier than people
think! Don’t be afraid to ask your supervisor,
director, or GPLS about the possibility of getting
involved! CSLP calls for committee member
nominations each year, so definitely keep an
eye out for that. CSLP also holds great open
forums for librarians and library staff to
contribute to conversations about future
summer themes and summer slogans, which I
think is a great way to, well, dip your toes into
the CSLP oceans of (involvement) possibilities!
What works best for one library may not work
for another, so a lot of ingenuity and tailoring to
each community’s needs is necessary to make
each summer reading program a success.
Websites and resources such as
www.programminglibrarian.org,
www.cslpreads.org, the GPLS website, and the
Public Library Association’s programming
resources can help each library customize
programs and tools to what will best work for

Sequoyah Regional Library staff with their “Oceans of Posibilities” display
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its patrons. Apps like Beanstack are also used
for tracking, logging, and other online activities.
The Georgia Library Association’s Programming
Interest Group and Public Library Division are
also great resources.

volunteers and the care, creativity, and
competence of librarians across the country.
Because of libraries, kids, teens, and adults have
safe places to go where they can read, learn,
and grow.

Overall, the CSLP manual and the great work
that the committee does is possible because of

Kelly E. Williams is a supervisory librarian at
Gwinnett Public Library System
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The 1-2-3 of Market Research for Student Entrepreneurs: A Case Study in Library
Instruction
By Dan Le and Marie-Louise Watson
As entrepreneurship continues to grow in
business education, academic institutions are
providing student experiential learning
opportunities such as incubator labs, pitch
competitions, and business mentoring and
coaching. Business librarianship can play a part
in this trend by providing resources to meet the
students’ learning needs in experiential
settings. With existing competencies, business
librarians can be skilled at helping business and
non-business majors find startup data. The 1-23 of Market Research (1-2-3) workshops are
designed to help student entrepreneurs at
LaunchGSU, a Georgia State University (GSU)
incubator, with business proposal analysis.
Students can also learn to analyze and visualize
the startup in context.
This article describes a practical way to teach
student entrepreneurs to search and use
market data for business startup plans. The
conventional way of teaching students to find
articles and business intelligence based on a
class assignment can be challenging for many
students without an academic business
background. This library instruction approach
sequentially uses three databases enriched with
business data and infographics to support the
development of critical thinking for student
entrepreneurs. It teaches entrepreneurial
personality support, analysis, visualization, and
market mapping.
Literature Review
I.

“journey of the heart,” specifically during the
new venture creation process (Nabi et al.,
2017). Therefore, anxiety over failure may
directly and adversely impact continued
interest in entrepreneurship or entrepreneurial
intention. Entrepreneurial intention is defined
as “the conscious state of mind that precedes
action and directs attention toward
entrepreneurial behaviors such as starting a
new business and becoming an entrepreneur,”
(Moriano et al., 2012). To help overcome
negativity, researchers suggest students learn
emotional regulation through more efficient
information processing (Shepherd, 2004). Thus,
business librarianship helps students during this
entrepreneurship journey stage through
maintaining and improving their information
processing efficiency.
Two other programs, Program Mahasiswa
Wirausaha (PMW) and Universitas Negeri
Semarang in Indonesia, provide background on
the student entrepreneurial personality. PMW,
conducted to remedy “the big number of
educated unemployed people in Indonesia,”
contends that personality change is possible if
students have the necessary information
(Sukirno et al., 2020, p. 229), with a broad
future vision, strong self-confidence,
communication skills, creativity, and a
willingness to accept all (positive) feedback or
input cited as critical (Sukirno et al., 2020). Also,
the authors noted strong self-belief and an
unwillingness to work for anyone else (Sukirno
et al, 2020).

Student Entrepreneurship Personality

For many entrepreneurs, a business startup is a
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Indonesian researchers also addressed
unemployment, with entrepreneurship even
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causing the rise and fall of nations: “According
to Siswoyo (2009: 122), unemployment is an
important issue of the nation and becoming and
entrepreneur (entrepreneur) is one way out,
because the entrepreneurial group determines
the progress and economic decline of a nation”
(Setyaji et al., 2020, p. 10).
Given students’ capacity for growth (in
leadership, active creativity, and adversity
intelligence) via entrepreneurship, faculty must
view instruction as a process. The unifying
factor is that entrepreneurial spirit should not
be crushed. Emotion modulation is an enduring
skill to benefit entrepreneurial personalities and
endeavors, and it cannot be taught too early.
II. Challenges for Educators
The challenge is preparing students with the
subject matter, resources, and experience for
the demands of new startups (Solomon, 2007)
while generating as little anxiety as possible.
Business students must use data from different
disciplines to envision and plan a new business
venture in an uncertain world. In some STEM
education courses, students are instructed to
find the correct black-and-white answers. The
challenge is to assist students in gaining a
deeper understanding and demonstrating what
the answers mean in context (Cronin & Carroll,
2015). Experiential learning students need to
learn how to analyze and interpret data instead
of being asked to create data.

investors through innovative pitches. Students
must demonstrate thorough immersion in the
startup idea. A common reason for investor
rejection is lack of experience, talent, or success
in the pitch or business plan (Merritt, 2018).
Talented students with innovative ideas but no
experience can compensate for this by
thorough research. Therefore, students need
the most help in finding information at this
stage. We would expect anxiety to gradually
decrease as information and competence
increases.
IV. Opportunities for Business Librarianship
Business librarians’ core collection development
competencies can help students navigate
secondary (and potentially overwhelming)
research (Toane & Figueiredo, 2018). In the
Toane and Figueiredo (2018) survey, 61.97% of
business librarians felt their maximum impact
was entrepreneurship community support
through research, particularly market research.
Another area was workshops and instruction,
with a 28.58% response rate. These suggest that
business librarians can positively influence
entrepreneurship education through critical,
tailored market research.
Finally, teaching faculty have found that
students do not always effectively search and
process business information, a serious
impairment to successful entrepreneurship
(Tanaka et al., 2019). Therefore, faculty must
support data skills at various levels.

III. Market Research
Entrepreneurs seek information to inform
startup ideas, validate assumptions, and reduce
risk (Toane & Figueiredo, 2018). At the
beginning, entrepreneurs perform market entry
research (Merritt, 2018). Entrepreneurship
students seek not only market business data
but also an understanding of risk-related data
interconnection.
Students can also explore assumption-validating
opportunities. Another critical step is finding

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1

Paring this imperative into manageable parts,
one pedagogical objective of business
education can be to promote and sustain
students’ entrepreneurial intention. In a
systematic review by Nabi et al. (2017),
researchers found a strong link between
entrepreneurship education and students’
personal changes through startup activities.
Through their support, librarians can contribute
to the positive impact of entrepreneurial
education. Additionally, rapid changes in
business necessitate keeping teaching skills and
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competencies current (Tanaka et al., 2019). By
providing broad, updated instruction, including
how to access data, business librarians can
satisfy multiple imperatives.
LaunchGSU and the Entrepreneurship
Student Audience
LaunchGSU is a campus incubator open to all
GSU university students interested in
entrepreneurship, and students are invited to
become members (LaunchGSU, 2021).
Membership is free with many benefits,
including 24/7 access to a 3,000 square foot
collaborative workspace, coaching, and
workshops. To join, enrolled students must
have a startup idea. The students’
entrepreneurship intention was evident: all had
a business idea while many were further along
with their startups. One objective is supporting
students’ entrepreneurship intentions with
physical resources and emotional support.
Through campus outreach, the library has been
able to provide market research workshops at
the LaunchGSU collaborative workspace. The
market research workshops have been

successful and are now standard for the
beginning semester instructional lineup. (See
Appendix C for the workshop promotional
materials.
Because LaunchGSU is open to all students,
most students are not business majors or do
not have business backgrounds (see Table 1).
Given diverse backgrounds or class standings,
instruction with articles and business
intelligence can be overwhelming. As noted in
Hills’ (1988), entrepreneurship students
demand more application orientation in their
learning, rejecting conceptual materials as
irrelevant. In startup coaching, students learn
the significance of a business plan as the road
map to success, guiding growth at every stage.
In turn, they seek genuine business data to
complete the required elements in their plans,
assessing how startups can meet actual market
demands and pitfalls. Entrepreneurship
students’ needs—for market research and data
analytical skills—is met by the business
librarians’ core competence. Data-driven
workshops supporting successful startups
emerge as the final product.

Table 1 Demographics of LaunchGSU Members (Spring 2020)
Major/Area of Study
Business
Non-business

Percentage (%)
42
58

Gender
Female
Male

Percentage (%)
43
57

Classification
Undergraduate
Graduate

Percentage (%)
90
10

Undergraduate Status
Freshman/Sophomore
Junior/Senior

Percentage (%)
28
72

The 1-2-3 of Market Research: Library
Workshop
We constructed the workshop in a new way to
address several needs and challenges. We used
data gathered from faculty in the College of
Business, student assignments, and extant
research in the field of business librarianship.
We structured the workshops to be short
(usually 1–1 ½ hours) and tactile (punching
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computer keyboards), befitting experiential
learning. Multiple dry runs of data manipulation
allowed students to experiment with failure as a
blueprint for eventual success. Failure means
students are reaching beyond their comfort
zone, which can be anxiety-producing in any
environment.
Learning objectives of the 1-2-3 workshops
included learning sources of startup market
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data and critical thinking skills for business
analysis and visualization. There are numerous
market research databases. Of these, three
stand out to meet workshop learning
objectives: IBISWorld, MRI-Simmons Insights,
and SimplyAnalytics. These resources are
data-driven and enriched with infographics.
When used sequentially, student entrepreneurs
can see data interconnections combined for a
complete economic picture (see Table 2).
Market research usually includes three critical
areas: industry, consumer, and competition
(Merritt, 2018). Each database addresses critical

market areas and student needs for business
data and solutions without overwhelming
theory.
Learning Objectives (LO). What do we expect
students to learn?
1. Find secondary business data for
student startups.
2. Interpret, analyze, and present business
data in visual form.
3. Know the business librarian’s contact
information (if needed).

Table 2 Workflow Diagram of 1-2-3 Market Data Workshop

Learning Outcomes

4. Apply customer demographics for
mapping, identifying highest
concentrations of customers and
competitors (SimplyAnalytics).
5. Expand the map to state and national
levels for scalability demonstration
(SimplyAnalytics).

Expected student competencies from 1-2-3
workshop modules:
1. Find the industry or industries
associated with their business startup
using keyword search or company
search (IBISWorld).
2. Find background information on
industries, industry outlook, market
segments, competitive landscape, and
operating conditions (IBISWorld).
3. Find targeted consumers for startup
products/services (MRI-Simmons
Insights). Students used education level,
age group, and household income
variables to identify customers.

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1

Instructional Workflow Description
The following shows the instructional workflow,
with brief descriptions and highlighted features
of the most useful databases:
I.

IBISWorld

IBISWorld provides a broad overview with
industry profiles and an easy-to-use interface.
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Although IBISWorld's primary market is
businesses (Geczi, 2019), many higher
education institutions with business programs
subscribe to the core collection of U.S. reports.
The IBISWorld core collection offers coverage of
mid-level industries and provides specialized
reports for hard-to-find emerging industries.
Students can find an industry by using a North

American Industry Classification System (NAICS)
code, company name, or keyword. Students
who are unsure how to search with NAICS
codes can use company and keyword searches.
Within an IBISWorld report, students can
quickly review industry data and infographics in
visually consistent sections.

Figure 1 IBISWorld Industry Report with Infographics

Screenshot of IBISWorld database interface

An infographic is a visualization that transforms
complex information into easy-to-understand,
quickly consumed formats (Smiciklas, 2012).
Students can quickly get perspectives of
startups fit for larger markets. There are nine
sections in the report, but Industry at a Glance,
Industry Outlook, and Competitive Landscape
alone can explain industry competitiveness and
opportunities. Industry jargon, revenue outlook,
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and key success factors expand investor pitches.
Skills learned: Searching for data and
interpreting infographics.
II. MRI-Simmons Insights
MRI-Simmons Insights (2021) moves students
and startups from a broader industry view to
the customer level. Offering both corporate and
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academic subscriptions, this database relies on
longstanding, proven, and deep research:
...MRI's Survey of the American Consumer®
generated the country’s largest consumer
database, including media choices,
demographics, lifestyles and attitudes. The
study also measured consumption of over
6,500 products and services in nearly 600
categories, and
ratings data for almost
all national print campaigns in the United
States (para 1).
A brief history instructs:
Launched as a joint venture in 2019, MRISimmons combines the two largest and
most respected consumer survey
companies in the US (MRI and Simmons
Research). With thousands of attitudinal
and behavioral data points, gathered

through ongoing surveys and passive
measurement, MRI-Simmons empowers
advertisers, agencies and media companies
with deeper insights into the “why” behind
consumer behavior (para 1).
A pre-2019 iteration was called University
Reporter. With the merger, MRI continues to be
a primary marketing database for American
consumer purchases and media habits (Calvert,
2016; Ross, 2013). MRI-Simmons Insights allows
users to generate reports like those in the old
University Reporter to target consumer groups.
To generate reports, users must be familiar with
the new MRI-Simmons Insights interface.
However, with the “Dictionary” function, users
can easily tap into the consumer behaviors,
products, and services matching survey
questions.

Figure 2 Standard Report of Target Customer Groups

Screenshot of previous University Reporter (now MRI-Simmons) database interface

Like University Reporter, MRI-Simmons Insights
employs the Target Index (TI), with 100%
representing the average person, and anything
above 100% shows the higher probability or
likelihood of consumption for a particular
consumer group. The highest TI group is the
target consumer. With MRI-Simmons Insights,
there are more age group options than before:
ages 18–24, ages 24–35, ages 35–44, ages 45–
54, ages 55–64, age 65+, Gen Z, Millennials/Gen

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1

Y, Gen X I and II, and Baby Boomers I and II.
Identifying associated generations helps tailor
marketing plans. Unlike University Reporter,
MRI-Simmons Insights requires more time and
navigation expertise to generate a target
consumer group. However, students may
generate “Quick Reports” to learn more about
their target consumer groups and
demographics. The Quick Reports feature is
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straightforward and easier to use for
undergraduates and non-business students.

Although these functions can seem easy for
veteran users, they can be nonintuitive for
novices. Thus, instruction sessions are vital.
Skills learned: Data analysis and presentation.

Figure 3 A Sample of the Quick Reports in MRI-Simmons Insights

Screenshot of MRI-Simmons database interface

III. SimplyAnalytics
SimplyAnalytics, a mapping and visualizing tool,
contains data on American consumers and
businesses at the demographics,
psychographics, and human activities level
(Silver, 2018). After selecting a focused
customer group from the targeted
demographics in MRI-Simmons Insights,
students can now apply associated variables in
SimplyAnalytics to identify customer locations
and potential competitors. The SimplyAnalytics
interface can be overwhelming since it offers
several ways to view data. However, students
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can map with only three demographic variables
by following the prompts at the beginning of a
new project. In the 1-2-3 workshop, students
use education level, age groups, and household
income variables, thus filtering to identify areas
of greater success or competition.
Scalability is another investor issue. A startup’s
scalability is defined as its maximum potential
growth (Merritt, 2018). SimplyAnalytics is a
powerful tool to model startup potential for
growing a business.
Skills learned: Visualizing and mapping data.
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Figure 4 Mapping Median Household Income in the SimplyAnalytics Database

Screenshot of SimplyAnalytics database interface

Discussion
I.

Assessment

Time constraints (1–1 ½ hours instruction
sessions) made detailed assessment difficult.
We offer a broad overview rather than specific
lessons. Appendix A shows general student
impressions, while a complete Appendix B
(Assessments on Library Marketing Workshops
using MRI-Simmons and SimplyAnalytics) may
require further study.
II. Workshop Efficacy Data and Chart
With workshop skills, students with a business
idea can visualize their startup in context.
Customers assume specific age group profiles
with specific demands. Unknown business
locations and competitors now appear on local
and regional maps. The workshop provides
students with powerful business assessment
tools and confers the confidence to move
forward, whether to grow or change the
business.

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1

LaunchGSU students’ primary challenge was the
time limit during the instructional sessions.
Research shows that students expressed a
preference for interactive lectures and
expressed a dislike for formal lectures (Cronin,
2105). Although the workshop was designed to
be interactive, the LaunchGSU workspace has
no computer lab, so students must come with
their personal computers to take full advantage.
Additionally, some databases may have a
limited number of users at one time, so the
entire class may not have access. However,
most database vendors will allow additional
users during a training session if requested.
The 1-2-3 workshop also served as outreach,
reminding students of available library business
resources. If students want to learn more,
additional workshops and in-person
consultations can be scheduled.
Due to time constraints, the main objective of
this workshop was student introduction to
business data in library resources. Students
were encouraged to contact the business
librarian or attend library workshops to learn
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how to effectively use MRI-Simmons Insights
and SimplyAnalytics. Assessments were not
taken during the workshops. However,
assessments and comments were recorded
when students followed up with the business
librarian for additional help or attended the
MRI-Simmons Insights or SimplyAnalytics library
workshops. (See Appendix A and B)

We may conduct additional assessments of
workshop suitability. How potent is the data to
shape startup decisions, for instance? Copyright
and user agreements should be discussed to
ensure that students understand limitations and
adhere to ethical uses of academic database
subscriptions.
Conclusion

III. Limitations And Future Direction
MRI-Simmons Insights has a two-year data
embargo and may not provide users with
accurate, current demographic customer
profiles. Many institutions may not subscribe,
or they lack the funding to subscribe to the
workshop databases. However, similar
databases exist, and free resources are
available online, albeit not as focused, current,
or easy to use. Data Axle Reference Solutions
(formerly ReferenceUSA) is a business directory
and consumer demographics database available
through GALILEO and public libraries. Online
resources provide data and tools for industry
and consumer demographics. These include the
US Census Bureau (data.census.gov), the
Bureau of Economic Analysis, and the Bureau of
Labor Statistics. State or local communities also
have industry and demographic data, such as
the Georgia Department of Economic
Development and the Atlanta Regional
Commission. Census Business Builder (Small
Business Edition or Regional Analyst Edition),
Google Maps, Tableau’s student edition, and
other online mapping tools are also tools to
help entrepreneur students learn business data
mapping.
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Finding business data to support proposals can
be overwhelming for many entrepreneurs,
especially for those without a business
background. Business librarians can make the
process more application-oriented, tailoring
progressive, interconnecting research
approaches to the distinctive student
entrepreneur personality, as described in the 12-3 of Market Research. This method has
helped student entrepreneurs at LaunchGSU, a
GSU university-wide incubator, prepare
business plans and visualize startup
marketplace fit. Limited feedback suggests that
students found this learning experience to be a
positive support of entrepreneurial intent. This
data-driven library workshop is a case study,
representing just one instructional method that
business librarians can employ to support the
growing trend in experiential learning for
entrepreneurship education, leading to nationbuilding economic growth.
Dan Le is a business librarian at Georgia State
University Library
Marie-Louise Watson is a business library intern
at Georgia State University Library
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Appendix A: Student Comments On 1-2-3 Workshops and Consultation with
Business Librarian
Thank you so much for taking time out of your schedule to meet with me! I will be sure to look at the
databases you recommended, and if I have any questions I will definitely ask.
The information and databases were extremely helpful for me to understand the fitness market and
industry in metro Atlanta. Thank you for the information and suggestions.
Thank you so much! I think I know how to navigate them but will be in touch if I have any questions.
...thank you for making our programming exceptional this semester! Our LaunchGSU members
absolutely loved your workshop! We would like to invite you to return for the Spring 2020 semester
as a guest speaker for the following workshops(s)...

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1
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Appendix B: Assessments on Library Marketing Workshops Using MRI-Simmons
and SimplyAnalytics: Student Comments
The instructor makes the course simple and easy to understand
Great introduction to three new (to me) databases!
Very helpful topic covered in an easy to follow and < hour workshop. thank you.
I am really excited about SimplyAnalytics. I tried to search for Policy Map to see if GSU had full
access. This is perfect for a small thing I don't want to GIS
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29

Georgia Library Quarterly, Vol. 59, Iss. 3 [2022], Art. 1

Appendix C: “Be Resourceful” 1-2-3 Workshops Promotional Flyer through
LaunchGSU Monthly Events
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Brad Warren Named Augusta University’s Inaugural Dean of Libraries
sizing charter to help address an anticipated
50% increase in student enrollment, experience
that will be very useful in Augusta. He also led
the UC Libraries’ Organizational Development
and Community Engagement initiative that
ensured operational excellence and the
development of a diverse, inclusive staff.

Brad Warren

As the University System of Georgia’s fourth
public research university, Augusta University
continues to grow. New programs and new
initiatives help contribute to an increase in
research and in enrollment. The university’s
goal is to enroll 16,000 students by the year
2030. With an increased focus on how the
libraries contribute to student success and
retention, the university has hired Brad Warren
as the Inaugural Dean of Augusta University
Libraries. Warren will oversee both the Robert
B. Greenblatt, M.D. Library on the Health
Sciences Campus and the Reese Library on the
Summerville Campus. Warren’s extensive
experience in strategic planning and facilities
development at research libraries will help
guide the Augusta University Libraries as they
continue to expand to meet the anticipated
increase in research and growth in enrollment.
Warren came to Augusta from the University of
Cincinnati (UC), where he had served as senior
associate dean of library services. At UC, he led
the team that developed a ten-year strategic
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Prior to UC, he worked in various library
positions at several research universities,
including Yale, University of North Carolina
(UNC) Charlotte, and North Carolina State
University. At Yale, he reorganized access
services and led that department’s involvement
in the planning and redesign of services for the
Sterling Memorial Library Nave restoration
project. At UNC Charlotte, he served as the
public relations and grants librarian where he
expanded the library’s participation in the
university’s orientation and recruiting events.
Warren earned dual bachelor’s degrees in
comparative literature and history from Indiana
University, which is where he also received his
master’s degree in library science. He is active
in the American Library Association and
Association of College and Research Libraries,
including founding the Access Services Interest
Group and coauthoring the Framework for
Access Services Librarianship. He has published
and presented extensively and was the keynote
speaker at the 2019 Access Services
Conference. He looks forward to leading
Augusta University’s libraries as they continue
to grow and working with the Georgia Library
Association and fellow librarians within the
state.
Melissa Johnson is the interim associate director
of Reese Library at Augusta State University
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Digital Library of Georgia (June 2022)
University of North Georgia Cyclops Yearbooks
(1975–1995) Digitized
In partnership with Special Collections & Archives at
the University of North Georgia, the Digital Library
of Georgia (DLG) has digitized school yearbooks
dating from 1975 to 1995. This period covers the
years leading up to the second name change for
North Georgia College (which became North
Georgia College & State University) and its growth
from a college to a university.
This project contained approximately 4,700 pages in
20 bound volumes that document how then–North
Georgia College (NGC) saw extensive growth during
this time, thus demonstrating its high research
value as a digitized collection.
Dr. John H. Owen (1922–2011), a lieutenant
commander in the United States Navy, was named
the twelfth president of NGC in 1970. During his
tenure, the enrollment of North Georgia College
(now the University of North
Georgia) nearly tripled, thanks
to having produced more
course offerings and programs,
having integrated the campus in
1967, and having enrolled
women military cadets
beginning in 1973.

president for academic affairs, anatomist Delmas J.
Allen, was named president. Dr. Allen served as
president from 1993 to 1996 and managed the
school’s transition from a college to a university due
to the changes in student body population and
faculty and staff demographics that followed nearly
two decades of growth for the school and the
region.
The makeup of the student body, the increase in
student organizations, the addition of inclusive
multicultural groups, and the expansion of the
faculty and staff of the college all reflect the more
significant demographic shifts in northeast Georgia,
and thus the university. In addition, most students
at NGC during this time were from northeast
Georgia. Because of this, the Cyclops collection also
serves as an essential historical representation of
the Northeast Georgia region.
Wendi D. Huguley, the University of North Georgia's
Director of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving,

NGC saw significant changes in
the late 1960s and early 1970s.
For example, in 1967, NGC
integrated, and in 1973 women
were included in the Corps of
Cadets. The effects of these
policy changes shaped campus
culture from 1975 to 1995.
Dr. Owen stepped down as
president in 1992, and the vice

Image from Cyclops 1975, vol. 68, page 58. Image courtesy of University of North Georgia Special
Collections & Archives

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1
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emphasizes the value that these digitized volumes
have:

Special Collections & Digital Initiatives Librarian
Allison Galloup welcomes questions about the
digitization project and can be reached at
Allison.Galloup@ung.edu

The Digital Library of Georgia (DLG) office
frequently sends digital yearbook links to family
members, alumni, reunion groups, and University
staff who contact us requesting materials picturing
their loved ones, classmates, or former colleagues.
The online access to these records provides ease of
use for anyone who is searching for their memories.

View these items online at
https://dlg.usg.edu/collection/gnd_yearbooks

Savannah’s pioneer female landscape architect
Clermont Lee transformed our public spaces.
Now you can see her drawings online.
Drawings by Georgia’s first female landscape
architect Clermont Lee are now publicly available
online thanks to a collaboration between the
Georgia Historical Society (GHS) and the Digital
Library of Georgia.
From 1940 through the mid-1980s, she made
landscape designs for clients in Savannah,
Georgia, and throughout the Southeast.
“These designs provide insight into the less welldocumented elements of preservation and
restoration projects throughout the state,” notes
G. Andrew Fleming, the Friends of Georgia State
Parks & Historic Sites executive director.

Troup Square, Habersham Street, and Macon Street, (Savannah, GA). Image
courtesy of Georgia Historical Society.

“Clermont Lee was a pioneering figure in the history
of landscape architecture,” says Nate Pedersen,
Manager of the Archival and Reference Team at the
Georgia Historical Society. “We expect her drawings
to be of significant interest to historic
preservationists, landscape architects, gardeners,
and scholars around the country. As such, we are
delighted to be able to freely share her drawings
online and are grateful for the support from the
Digital Library of Georgia.”
Plans for many Georgia and South Carolina
residences, churches, schools, city blocks, office
buildings, parks, airports, and historic sites are
among the detailed design drawings now available
at GHS.

Published by DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University, 2022

Lee is probably best known locally for her mid-tolate twentieth century work designing formal
gardens for several of Savannah’s historic house
museums, including the Owens-Thomas House and
the Green-Meldrim House, and plans for several of
the Landmark District’s beloved squares. Across the
state, Lee’s designs include plans for the Chief Vann
House in Murray County and Baptist Village in
Waycross.
Fleming also adds: “These types of records are
invaluable in helping establish a complete picture of
our state’s historic spaces.”
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About Clermont Lee
Clermont Huger Lee, born in Savannah in 1914, was
the city’s first female architect in private practice.
She worked as an assistant to T.M. Baumgardner of
the Sea Island Corporation during the Great
Depression. She became interested in historic
gardens in the 1940s after receiving her education
at Barnard and Smith Colleges.
As one of the first professional female landscape
architects in Georgia, Lee worked with and
independently of some of her era’s leading
preservationists. She focused on preserving,
recreating, and reinterpreting historic gardens and
landscapes. This was an aspect of the preservation
movement that she felt was ignored in many plans
that focused on historic structures.

Lee represents a less recognized part of the
movement’s story as both a professional woman
working in the field and as a preservationist focused
on the natural environment. Historic preservation,
particularly during the mid-twentieth century, was
associated primarily with professional male
architects and developers. Women (usually wealthy
white women) worked as volunteers and activists.
In addition to her work in Savannah, she worked on
projects throughout Georgia and in cities such as
Jacksonville, Florida, and Hilton Head, South
Carolina. Lee also worked on the founding of the
Georgia State Landscape Architects Board.
Clermont Lee passed away in 2006 on Hilton Head
Island, South Carolina.
View the collections online at
https://dlg.usg.edu/collection/g-hi_clee

Rare Nineteenth-Century Newspaper Titles from
The Magruder Collection Now Freely Available
Online
As part of a $17,980 grant from the R. J. Taylor, Jr.
Foundation, the Digital Library of Georgia has
digitized over 77,000 pages of Georgia newspaper
titles in partnership with the Atlanta History Center.
The newly released collection includes rare
nineteenth century titles from north Georgia and
previously unavailable titles from larger cities across
the state.
The project creates full-text searchable versions of
the newspapers. It presents them online for free in
its Georgia Historic Newspapers database.
Users will be able to search the database for
geographic, corporate, family, and personal names.

Douglasville, Marietta, Milledgeville, Gainesville,
Griffin, Harlem, LaGrange, Lawrenceville, Lumpkin,
Macon, Newnan, Norcross, Rome, Savannah,
Thomasville, Valdosta, and Winterville.
Titles of interest include:
• Miners Recorder and Spy in the West: A
newspaper published in the north Georgia
mining town of Auraria during the Georgia Gold
Rush in the 1830s.
• The Progressive Era: An African American
newspaper published in Athens, Georgia, in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
• The Soldier’s Friend: A Christian newspaper
published out of Atlanta for Confederate
soldiers during the Civil War.
• The Kennesaw Route Gazette: A newspaper
published by the Western & Atlantic Railroad
Company for its train passengers.

142 titles have been digitized from the following
Georgia cities: Alpharetta, Athens, Atlanta, Augusta,
Auraria, Brunswick, Calhoun, Canton, Cassville,
Carrollton, Columbus, Cumming, Dahlonega, Dalton,

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1
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For a full list of titles, visit the DLG blog at
https://blog.dlg.galileo.usg.edu/?p=8167
Paul Crater, vice president of collections and
research at the Atlanta History Center, emphasizes
the impact that the digitization of these newspapers
will have on researchers of Georgia
history: “Composed of over 4,600 newspapers, the
collection was assembled by William Grisham, a
North Georgia resident who served as clerk of court
for Cherokee county and postmaster for his
community.”
The collection was donated to the Atlanta History
Center in 2001 by Nell Galt Magruder, a descendant
of Mr. Grisham. The collection includes essential
regional publications from Atlanta, Milledgeville,
Marietta, Rome, and Augusta. It also has rare
editions of the Cherokee Intelligencer, Miners
Recorder and Spy in the West, and The Southern
Whig.
The collection is a valuable source for those
interested in pre–Civil War Georgia, the Cherokee
Removal, the North Georgia Gold Rush, the Civil
War, Southern agriculture, and genealogy.
View the collections online at
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu

Delta Air Lines Documents Are Available Online
Through the Digital Library of Georgia
Historical records detailing the growth of one of the
world’s largest airlines are available to the public
online through the Digital Library of Georgia, thanks
to a partnership between the Delta Flight Museum,
the University of Georgia Libraries, and GALILEO.
The collection contains Delta Air Lines’ digitized
timetables, flight maps, and annual reports for the
past century through its expansions, moves, and
mergers with other airlines to become the aviation
industry leader in the United States.
According to John Boatright, president of Delta
Flight Museum, a nonprofit museum housed in the

Published by DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University, 2022

Miners Recorder and Spy in the West. (Auraria, Lumpkin County,
Georgia) March 29, 1834.
Image courtesy of Georgia Historic Newspapers

original 1940s hangars at Delta’s Atlanta
headquarters:
Sharing our collection of digitized annual
reports and timetables of Delta and family
member airlines provides wider access to this
rich resource of materials documenting the
nearly 100 years of Delta's history and the
development of commercial aviation both
locally and globally. This partnership with DLG
allows us to enhance our engagement with
educators, researchers, and aviation
enthusiasts.
Delta Air Lines traces its history to the world's first
crop dusting company in Macon in 1925, and the
company has been headquartered in Atlanta since
1941. For Toby Graham, university librarian and
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associate provost at UGA, those connections to the
state align the digital archive with the mission of the
Digital Library of Georgia, a GALILEO initiative based
at UGA's Main Library dedicated to the digital
preservation and open access of historic materials
that reflect the state's history and
culture. According to Graham:
As one of Atlanta's largest employers, Delta and
its business history are fully integrated with the
story of our state. We are proud to partner with
the Delta Flight Museum to preserve and share
these historical documents with the community
and with researchers interested in aviation,
business, travel, and other fields.
In addition to historical items directly related to the
airline, the Delta Flight Museum's online archive
contains business publications from many of the

Nearly a Century of Georgia Newspapers Now
Freely Available Online
Georgia Public Library Service and the Digital Library
of Georgia are pleased to announce the addition of
over 53,000 pages of newspapers dating from
1877–1967 to the Georgia Historic Newspapers
(GHN) portal. The portal is the largest provider of
free online access to digitized licensed and public
domain Georgia newspapers and currently includes
titles dating from 1763–2021.
Consisting of 15 titles and nearly 8,000 issues
covering Gilmer, Glynn, Mitchell, Newton, and
White counties, these latest digital collections
expand geographic inclusion within the portal to
include previously underrepresented counties.
Digitization of newspaper content from Georgia’s
rural, agricultural, and unrepresented geographic
areas remains a top priority.
Researchers, genealogists, historians, and those just
curious about history can use an internet
connection to freely access the newspapers that are
both full-text searchable or browsable by date, city,
county, and type.

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1

more than 40 affiliated airlines that make up the
"Delta family tree." These include:
• Chicago and Southern Air Lines, which brought
Delta's first international routes to the
Caribbean and Venezuela in 1953;
• Boston-based Northeast Airlines, which
extended Delta's East Coast services from
Canada to Florida and Bermuda in 1972;
• Los Angeles-based Western Airlines, the oldest
continuously operating airline in the United
States before Delta acquired it in 1987;
• and Minnesota-based Northwest Airlines, which
carried the most passengers across the Pacific
Ocean and was a top domestic cargo carrier
until its merger with Delta in 2008.
View the collections online at:
https://dlg.usg.edu/institutions/delta

“As part of genealogical research, I, and many
others, have spent countless hours in our Gilmer
County Library going through the Ellijay TimesCourier’s microfilm to find articles about ancestors
to add to their lives’ stories,” said Barbara Dover, a
Gilmer County Library patron. She continued:
Even finding out what was going on in their
piece of the world at certain points of their lives
often provided blossoms and leaves to the
branches of our family trees. Having free access
to digitized editions of the Times-Courier
through the Georgia Historic Newspapers portal
will now make it possible for people like me to
research from home. This is one of the many
varied ways that our library serves as an integral
part of our community.
Historic newspapers document a wide variety of
information of interest to researchers, including
local, national, and international news and events,
business development, society announcements, and
genealogical information like births, deaths,
marriages, and estate dealings. Since 2006,
Georgia’s public libraries have funded over 1.1
million of the 2.4 million pages of digitized content
in the Georgia Historic Newspapers portal.
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“These digitized newspapers are a history book
waiting to be read,” said Newton County Library
Board member Frank B. Turner, Sr.
All issues are freely available online through
Georgia Historic Newspapers, which utilizes the
Library of Congress’ open-source tool, Chronicling
America, for online delivery. Annually, the Digital
Library of Georgia digitizes over 100,000 historic
newspaper pages in accordance with technical
guidelines developed by the National Endowment
for the Humanities and the Library of Congress for
the National Digital Newspaper Program.

Funding for digitization was provided by Georgia
Public Library Service (GPLS). Project selection was
conducted by GPLS in consultation with the
Marshes of Glynn Libraries, the Newton County
Library System, the Northeast Georgia Regional
Library System, the Sequoyah Regional Library
System, and the Southwest Georgia Regional Library
System.
View these items online at
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/

Mandy L. Mastrovita is a digital projects librarian and archivist with the University of Georgia Libraries
Donald Summerlin is a digital projects librarian and archivist with the University of Georgia Libraries
Camie Williams is a marketing and public relations professional at University of Georgia Libraries
Deborah Hakes is the director of communications and marketing at Georgia Public Library Service
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Georgia Library Association Executive Board Officer Candidates for 2023
Vice President/President-Elect
John Mack Freeman

numerous ad hoc GLA committees including the
ALA Midwinter Welcoming Committee and the
Conference Recommendations Implementation
Task Force. Mack restarted the Intellectual
Freedom Interest Group in 2016 and has been
chair since that time. For his work, GLA
awarded Mack the McJenkin-Rheay Award in
2021.
Mack has also held several offices in national
library organizations. He has been chair of ALA's
Intellectual Freedom Round Table, chair of the
Stonewall Book Awards, and a member of the
ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee.
Additionally, he is on the board of directors for
the Georgia First Amendment Foundation and a
member of the Library Freedom Project. You
can find out more about Mack (including his full
CV) at: www.johnmackfreeman.com

John Mack Freeman

John Mack Freeman is the head of public
services librarian at the Georgia Institute of
Technology (GT). Prior to joining the team at
GT, he was a public librarian for eight years.
Mack has been deeply involved in the Georgia
Library Association from the beginning of his
career. He served five years on the GLA
executive board (vice president for
membership, interest group council vicechair/chair, and parliamentarian). Additionally,
he is a past chair of both the Scholarship and
Awards Committees. He has also served on

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1

Why do you want to be GLA president?
I want to be GLA president because I have a
deep love for this association. This has been my
professional home since I started working in
libraries. Being GLA president is being a steward
of the great work of the past while pushing the
association into an even brighter future. During
my presidency, I would work to expand the
advocacy efforts of GLA; increase partnership
with external affiliated organizations; and
increase new member recruitment and
involvement. If you want to know more, email
me at johnmackfreeman@protonmail.com.
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Tamika Strong
Hello. My name is Tamika Strong, and I am an
archivist, genealogist, and librarian who has a
love for sharing information. I have been a
professional librarian for nearly 20 years and
have worked in libraries in some capacity since
high school. Libraries have been, and continue
to be, my home away from home. Though I am
an archivist now, I still understand the
important role that libraries play in their
community. While a staff person with Georgia
Public Library Service, I saw firsthand the
impact that libraries had statewide. My varied
experiences in libraries, from school libraries,
academic libraries, public libraries to now
working as an archivist with responsibilities that
include managing the print collection, have
prepared me for an opportunity such as this. If
selected to serve as the vice
president/president-elect, I will work hard to
make sure that all libraries, regardless of their
focus or community, will be represented and
heard. I will work to continue cultivating a

Tamika Strong

relationship between libraries and archives in
the state. I will also do my part to make sure
that GLA will continue to build on its firm
foundation and adapt as needed to the changes
confronted by the library community as a
whole.

Vice President for Marketing and Branding
Kahlil Griffin
My name is Kahlil Griffin, and I am running for
the vice president for marketing and branding.
As chair of GLA’s Marketing and Branding
Committee for a few years, I understand the
benefits that the committee brings to libraries
throughout Georgia. For example, the
committee hosted “Instagram Takeovers,”
which consisted of library systems throughout
Georgia using the Marketing and Branding
Committee’s Instagram to promote its services
and programs for a week. The feedback from
the different library systems was tremendous
regarding the public engagement that ensued
during and following the takeovers, and I want
to ensure that similar activities continue within
the committee. Volunteering as the chair of the
Marketing and Branding Committee gave me
the opportunity to truly understand what the
Kahlil Griffin

Published by DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University, 2022
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committee is all about, but now I want to step
up and increase my role as its vice president.
Moreover, I believe that I have the credentials
to push the committee forward and expand its
horizons. For example, I have worked in
libraries for four years, and at each library
where I have been employed, I worked with the
social media teams in different capacities to
help promote library programs and services.
Currently, I am a youth services librarian and
supervisor with the DeKalb County Public
Library (DCPL) and am a member of the TikTok
Committee. In addition, I have garnered some
of the highest participation for library programs
for youth within DCPL using social media such
as Facebook and Instagram as well as TikTok.
Also, I will soon earn a master’s degree in public
administration with a concentration in
management, so I believe that I have both the

theoretical and practical experience to lead a
committee.
The opportunities to promote Georgia libraries
and their services are endless in today’s society.
Everyone is using social media, from kids to
middle-aged adults and even older adults. I
have the fortitude, experience, and knowledge
to reach these audiences and am willing to put
in the work to ensure the Marketing and
Branding Committee shines! Social media is not
the only avenue to use for promotion, though,
and as the vice president, I will go out and
mingle among the public to engage them fully.
Please select me as the vice president for
marketing and branding, as I am certain that my
passion for libraries will be exemplified, and I
will ensure the committee succeeds.

Deborah Hakes
Deborah Hakes leads the Georgia Public Library
Service (GPLS) marketing and communications
team that was named Library Journal's 2020
Marketer of the Year, in part for launching
marketing toolkits and a grant program to
libraries. Hakes has a passion for amplifying the
voices of those who do good and telling stories
that drive people to take action. She has spent
her career at state, national, and globally
focused nonprofit organizations. At GPLS, she
works to broaden awareness of the value of
public libraries to build engagement and
support, and she provides counsel to libraries to
build their own communications expertise.
I am running for this position because libraries
do great work but often lack the marketing skills
needed for their communities and funders to
know their value. I hope to raise the profile of

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1

Deborah Hakes

the organization, maintaining a consistent voice
and message, while also broadening awareness
of the good libraries do.
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Secretary
Sarah Grace Glover
experience includes private, public, and
academic libraries. She earned her MLIS from
Simmons University in 2019 and during that
time worked at the historic Boston Athenaeum,
a private library in downtown Boston.
After moving to Georgia, she spent time at the
Athens Regional Library System as a Children’s
Librarian before making the move to academic
libraries. She worked as a reference specialist at
Georgia State’s Perimeter College before
moving to her current position as a reference
services librarian at the University of North
Georgia.
Sarah Grace Glover

Sarah Grace Glover has worked in libraries in
Massachusetts and Georgia. Her library

Sarah Grace has previously served on smaller
committees in GLA and would love to expand
her involvement in the organization.

Betty Wright
Betty Wright is a technical services and
collection management librarian for the Fulton
County Library System. Since 2002, she has
fulfilled many roles in academic, corporate, and
public libraries and received her MLIS from
Valdosta State University in 2009. She currently
manages the ILS, selects children’s materials for
the system, and works with branches on various
collection-related projects. Previously Betty
served as reference and technical services
librarian with Smith Gambrell & Russell, LLP,
and reference specialist with the Georgia State
University College of Law Library. She served as
secretary of the Atlanta Law Libraries
Association (ALLA) from 2015–2017 and in
various other committee roles in regional and
national law library associations. As GLA
secretary, Betty would bring her skills of
effective and responsive communication, time

Published by DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University, 2022

Betty Wright

management, and dedication while fulfilling a
personal goal of a renewed commitment to
professional service.
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SELA Representative
Austina Jordan
and MLIS) and is currently enrolled at the
University of West Georgia, pursuing a
doctorate of education degree in higher
education administration.
Austina currently serves on the Georgia Library
Conference (GLC) Planning Committee, focusing
her efforts on the GLC registration process. She
is presently the chair of the GIL Fulfillment
Committee for this fiscal year. She is committed
to the success of libraries and library employees
by finding meaningful ways for them to develop
in their professions.

Austina Jordan

Austina M. Jordan is head of access services at
the University of North Georgia (UNG) Libraries.
She joined the UNG Libraries in 2017 after
working at Emmanuel College in Franklin
Springs, Georgia, as public services librarian and
director of library services. She graduated from
Covenant College (bachelor’s in history) and
Kent State University (master’s in public history

She is interested in serving as SELA
representative on the GLA executive board
because she is grateful for both organizations
and what they do to bring library employees
and libraries together. She thinks this position is
important because it is a vital link between two
important professional organizations. She is
eager to find ways to continue strengthening
the partnerships between SELA and GLA. If
elected, she is committed to active participation
in the meetings and providing clear
communication as an ambassador between
these two groups.

Sofia Slutskaya is head of resource description at Emory Libraries
and the chair of the GLA Nominations & Elections Committee

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1
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Georgia Library Association Division Officer Candidates for 2023
Academic Library Division
Vice-Chair/Chair Elect
William Brogdon
William Brogdon is an assistant professor and
reference services librarian on the Cumming
campus of the University of North Georgia. His
research focus includes nontraditional graduate
and undergraduate students as well as board
game–related pedagogy. He has served as chair
and vice-chair of the scholarship committee,
treasurer of AABIG, and most recently on the
board of directors of the Bread Coffeehouse at
Emory University.

William Brogdon

Kristina Clement
Kristina Clement is the student outreach and
sponsored programs librarian at Kennesaw
State University. While she is new to Georgia
and GLA, she is not new to libraries and
organizational governance. She has served on
several ACRL committees and will be chairing
the ACRL IS Communications Committee
starting in July 2022. She would very much like
to learn more about GLA and the GLA ALD, and
she thinks that serving as the vice-chair/chairelect would be an excellent way to learn about
academic libraries in Georgia and contribute to
her community through a leadership role. She
has strong leadership skills and an
administrative nature. She would be honored to
serve in this role.

Published by DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University, 2022

Kristina Clement
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Secretary
Sheeji Kathuria
Sheeji Kathuria is
the instruction &
honors college
librarian and
assessment
coordinator at
Georgia State
University
Library. Her
research interests
include social
media
management and

reference services assessment. She received her
MLIS from the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville and bachelor’s degree in sociology
from the University of Georgia. Sheeji has been
an active member of GLA ALD since 2020, and
was the 2021 winner of the ALD research paper
competition. She looks forward to the
opportunity to take an active leadership role in
the committee and collaborate with other
academic librarians in the state of Georgia.

Sheeji Kathuria

New Members Roundtable Division
Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect
Kelly Williams
Kelly Williams (she/her) is a supervisory
librarian at the Suwanee branch of the
Gwinnett County Public Library. She has worked
in public libraries for eight years. She is a 2022
ALA Emerging Leader, working to improve ALA’s
New Members Round Table. Kelly serves the
Georgia Library Association as the founding
chair of the Programming Interest Group as GLA
secretary for 2022, and as a copy editor for
Georgia Library Quarterly. She contributed to
the creation of GLA’s current strategic plan and
has hosted or spoken at three Learn & Share
events for two interest groups. A member of
the Public Library Division, she plans to pursue
leadership in that division in the future. Her
professional interests include children’s STEM
programming, freedom to read, and library
leadership.
If chosen as vice-chair of the NMRT, Kelly will
actively contribute to the workings of the

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1

Kelly Williams

division, continuing to promote the goals and
activities of the group, including the mentoring
initiative and PracticeCon. Additionally, she will
seek out new ideas from GLA, organize events
for members, actively promote diversity and
equity within the organization, and provide
guidance and support for anyone interested in
getting more involved in GLA.
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Secretary
Justin Ellis
where I am the service owner for the library’s
circulating equipment program called Gadgets.
In my current role, I work with students,
information technology professionals, and
library stakeholders to identify and meet user
needs for multimedia technology. I earned my
undergraduate degree in art history from the
University of Georgia and completed my MLIS
and M.Ed. through Valdosta State University.

Justin Ellis

Although I'm a relatively new member of GLA, I
have worked in academic libraries for nearly 15
years. I am currently a public services lead at
the Georgia Institute of Technology Library,

My goal over the next year is to foster
collaboration and communication with library
partners across the state through the Georgia
Library Association. I also hope to engage with
library staff members who, like me, may have
remained on the sidelines of our profession for
too long. I want to contribute authentically in
any way I can, promoting our shared values
while fostering our mission of outreach and
inclusive access to resources and services.

School Library Media Specialist Division
Vice-Chair
John Stephens
John Stephens is the assistant director for
licensing and collections at GALILEO. John is a
longtime member of GLA who has served as an
officer for several interest groups and is a
former chair of the School Library Media
Division.

John Stephens
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Secretary
Tanya Hudson
Tanya Hudson is the
school librarian at
Chase Street
Elementary School
in Athens, Georgia,
where she works as
a teacher-leader in
instructional
technology and
collaborates with
colleagues to foster
a lifelong love of
reading and
Tanya Hudson
learning. She
believes in the power of stories to enrich
students’ understanding of themselves, each
other, and the world around them.
Growing up in Hartwell, Georgia, Tanya’s
weekly trips to the public library sparked her
enduring love of stories, leading her to earn a
bachelor’s degree in English from the University
of Georgia in 2003. While teaching high school
literature and composition from 2004–2009,
Tanya returned to UGA for graduate school,
earning a master’s degree in language and
literacy education and a specialist degree in
instructional technology.

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1

In 2009, Tanya began her current role as a
school librarian for the Clarke County School
District, where she serves on CCSD’s Media
Specialist Leadership Team (2021–present). In
2021, she was selected as Teacher of the Year
for Chase Street Elementary and for the Clarke
County School District.
As GLMS secretary, Tanya aspires to help foster
authentic connections between Georgia’s K–12
school libraries and its public library programs
and to work with academic librarians on
improving K–12 information literacy
programming to prepare students for college
and beyond. A fierce advocate for intellectual
freedom and diverse representation, Tanya also
hopes her work with GLA will help ensure that
all Georgia library patrons have full access to
programming and collections that reflect the
true diversity of our state.
Tanya lives with her husband Micah, third
grader Melvie, and two cats in a century-old
house near her school in Athens; in her spare
time, she is an adventurous cook, an amateur
aerialist and dancer, and (of course) an avid
reader
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GLMA Liaison
Ifeude Hill
Ifeude Hill is
a certified
school
librarian and
instructional
technologist
and serves as
the Decatur
High School
librarian and
district lead
librarian for

Ifeude Hill

the City Schools of Decatur.

work is centered around securing innovative
literacy, cultural and technology funding, and
resources for the students, parents, and staff
she serves. In addition to receiving several local
and state grants, Ifeude was the 2017 Dekalb
County Teacher Librarian of the Year. In 2018–
2019, Ifeude was awarded training grants for
the ALA Great Stories Club "Deeper than our
skin" Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation
(TRHT) book club and for being a racial healing
practitioner. Ifeude served as a cochair for the
Metro Area Georgia Library Media Association
from 2020–2022 and currently serves on the
GALILEO Development Advisory Committee.

Ifeude has a long history of grant writing and
collaborative community engagement. Ifeude's

Jackie Blanton-Watkins is an acquisitions & licensing librarian at Kennesaw State
University and a member of GLA’s Nominations & Elections Committee
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Oconee County Library Puts on Inaugural FanFest
On April 2, 2022, the Oconee County Library, a
member of the Athens Regional Library
System, hosted its first-ever FanFest at the
Oconee County Civic Center, located in
Watkinsville, Georgia. With support from the
Oconee County Library Friends, staff and
volunteers hosted an admission-free day-long
event that attracted over 350 participants and
provided an opportunity for Oconee County
residents to come together and celebrate in
true “fest” style.
FanFest is a free event for all ages that brings
together live music, guest authors and artists, a
cosplay contest, gaming, vendors, food and
more. The idea for FanFest came from James
Mitchell, Branch Manager, and was created
following the long-standing ComicCon
tradition, but with a focus on all ages and
showcasing local talent. What makes FanFest
unique is that it features local authors,
musicians, gaming organizations, vendors, food
trucks, as well as local organizations, many of
which are partners with the library system and
represent the diversity of the northeast
Georgia community.
The event took place at a local venue of a
community partner, the Oconee County Civic
Center, from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and
included workshops, panel discussions, book
signings, live music, and other activities. A
portion of FanFest took place in the main hall,
where vendors were situated and had room to
display their books and products while
conversing with attendees. Three music acts
performed in the auditorium, including Rebecca
Sunshine Band, Sacred Bull, and Razzi King,
while food trucks and the Athens School of
Arms sword demonstrations were set up on the
lawn outside the Civic Center.
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Flyer for the FanFest 2022 event

Local high school and university students were
also involved. The University of Georgia Student
Board Game Club ran a gaming table, and
student volunteers from the Oconee County
High School Beta Club greeted attendees and
handed out event schedules.
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Authors Will Smith (left) and Jacob Wenzka (right) posing with displays of their works

Featured guests and performers included the
following:
• Joey Weiser, author of the Eisner Award–
nominated Mermin series, as well as the
popular graphic novel series Dragon
Racer.
• Rebecca Sunshine Band, who perform fun
and engaging music for kids and have
been featured performers at AthFest
Music and Arts Festival, Savannah
Children’s Book Festival, and the Marigold
Festival.
• Will Smith, creator of Legacy A.D., an
upcoming animated cartoon series and
comic book about the adventures of
Deacon Foster, a detective in Atlanta
chosen by God to battle evil and uphold
justice.
• Razzi King, Reggae Dancehall musician
whose work is on both Rasculture
Records and Echobass Records.
• Gonzoriffic Films, Athens’ feminst
underground cinema collective that has
been putting out films for 20 years; and
many others.
Notably, the event held two acting workshops
hosted by Toi Mekhi, a local actress who made
her debut in the movie Remember the Titans as
a featured extra and who has gone on to do
theater, commercials, and teaching. Her latest
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role is in the dystopian comic adaptation of
DMZ on HBO Max which was released in early
2022.
In addition to these guests, Montu Miller,
Shadebeast, Dragonstar Hobbies,
Blacknerdninja, Jacob Wenzka, Autumn
Deoliveira, David and Owen Barnes, Marlena
Frank, Will Eskrigde, Momocon, Morbid Smile,
and Painted Expressions Face Paint and Henna,
tabled for this event.
The event also served as a season 2 wrap party
for the Classic City Vibes Podcast, produced by
the Athens Regional Library System, which
features animated conversations with local
musicians, visual and literary artists, and other
creatives. A door prize consisting of donated
merchandise from podcast guests was awarded
to a FanFest participant at random who signed
up to receive the Oconee County Library
electronic newsletter.
For more information about FanFest, contact
author Jessica Varsa, Adult Services Librarian, or
James Mitchell, Branch Manager, at the Oconee
County library.
Jessica Varsa is adult services librarian at
Oconee County Library
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Kennesaw State University’s Lawrence V. Johnson Library Renovation
The Lawrence V. Johnson
Library on Kennesaw State
University’s Marietta
Campus has been a central
building and research hub
for students since it opened
in 1968 as a part of the
Southern Technical
Institute, later known as the
Southern Polytechnic State
University before
consolidating with KSU in
2015. The 1988 expansion
of the original building not
only created much-needed
space for the growing
college, but also added to
the building’s character on
a campus inundated with
those studying architecture
and engineering.
The most recent renovation completed in
December 2021 has added to the overall
character of this historic library, while also
serving the growing and evolving needs of its
students, faculty, staff, and local community.
This renovation project originally started in fall
2017 with the creation of a more open floor
plan on the main floor of the Johnson Library.
This larger and more central space increased
student study areas and the library’s future
opportunities for utilizing such space. With the
finishing touches of this last renovation, the
main floor space now houses a new check-out
desk, more computers, study rooms, and study
spaces for student individual study and
collaborative groupwork.

Photos courtesy of Mark Kirkley and Ellie Burell

additional 112 computers and two new guest
computers. The new library spaces also boast a
new entrance, a multipurpose classroom, four
additional study rooms, and all new LED lighting
throughout the entire building. Also, the
renovation provided an opportunity for the
library system to relocate the check-out desk
and library staff workroom and offices. One
standout area of the newly renovated lobby is
the library’s rotunda. At the center of one’s
view when entering through the Johnson
Library’s new entrance, one can see the old
metal lettering of the original memorial stone
sign naming the building the Lawrence V.
Johnson Library, which was previously found at
the library’s old entrance. This repurposed and
renovated space will have a lasting impact on
the Marietta Campus’s student population as it
has created space for more resources, more

In total, this renovation allowed the Johnson
Library to expand its computer lab with an

https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/glq/vol59/iss3/1

50

Quarterly: Summer 2022

Photos courtesy of Mark Kirkley and Ellie Burell

studying, and outreach opportunities for the
KSU Library System’s faculty and staff.
With the movement of the access services staff
from the old circulation area and staff
workrooms, the former and well-loved space is
up next for a renovation. The Johnson Library
shares space with the Marietta Campus’s
writing center, which is currently housed on the
second floor of the library. With the old
circulation area vacated, the writing center will
begin their renovation efforts in that space
shortly with hopes to be open and ready for
students by the beginning of fall 2022. Once the
writing center is moved into their new space
from the second floor, the Johnson Library will
regain several study rooms and the writing
center will gain a larger and more permanent
space it deserves. This upcoming renovation will
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impact students through new opportunities to
serve students in the ways they want and need.
The library system’s partnership with the
writing center has been incredibly fruitful as
they both strive to serve their students well.
The library system looks forward to supporting
the writing center throughout the coming years
in their efforts to support student success!
The Lawrence V. Johnson Library has had to
evolve with the ever-changing needs of their
students, faculty, and staff. This most recent
renovation is sure to meet more of their needs
as they continue to strive toward their
academic and personal goals.
Ellie Burell is the student engagement and
marketing strategist librarian at Kennesaw
State University Library System
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Valdosta State University’s Odum Library & Women’s Studies Program Receive
Grant for Women’s Suffrage Book Discussion Project

VSU’s Odum Library promoted the women’s suffrage book discussion
program via online registration through the library’s website.

One of only 25 libraries nationwide, Valdosta
State University’s (VSU) Odum Library, in
collaboration with VSU’s Women’s & Gender
Studies program, participated in the American
Library Association Let’s Talk About It (LTAI):
Women’s Suffrage program. Celebrating its
40th anniversary in 2022, the LTAI program
brings together groups of people to read a
selection of books chosen by scholars and
discuss them in the context of an overarching
theme. LTAI traditionally takes place over a
series of 10 weeks, with one discussion led by a
local humanities scholar every two weeks.
Along with the American Library Association, it
is supported by the National Endowment for
the Humanities.
VSU faculty coauthors of the grant were Fuller
E. Callaway Professor of Philosophy and
Religious Studies Dr. Christine James; Professor
and Director of the Archives and Special
Collections Deborah S. Davis; Odum Library
Professor Emily Rogers; and Odum Library
Assistant Professor Robert Taylor. The grant,
designed to spark conversations about
American history and culture through an
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examination of the women’s suffrage
movement, came with a $1,000 stipend to
support programming costs and ten copies of
the five books to be discussed. “We were
incredibly honored to be grant recipients. The
grant enabled us to host book discussions to
increase the community’s understanding of the
diversity and challenges of the women’s
suffrage movement,” said Emily Rogers, project
director.
Book discussions took place in the William H.
Mobley Reading Room inside the VSU Archives
and Special Collections. The sessions included
conversations focused on The Woman’s Hour by
Elaine Weiss, led by Dr. Christine James;
Women Making History: The 19th Amendment
Book compiled by the National Park Service, led
by Dr. A. J. Ramirez; Ida B. the Queen: The
Extraordinary Life and Legacy of Ida B. Wells by
Michelle Duster, led by Dr. Josphine Chaumba;
Vanguard: How Black Women Broke Barriers,
Won the Vote, and Insisted on Equality for All by
Martha S. Jones, led by Dr. Sarah Wolk
FitzGerald; and The Once and Future Witches by
Alix E. Harrow, led by Dr. Shelly Yankovskyy.
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VSU’s Fuller E. Callaway Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies Dr. Christine James leads a
women’s suffrage book discussion at the VSU Special Collections and Archives at Odum Library

The grant committee selected discussion
leaders from among VSU’s professors and
humanities scholars. The meetings included
refreshments donated by the VSU Archives and
Special Collections which also hosted a local
history exhibit titled “Georgia and Suffrage:
Through a Racial Lens.” One participant,
Associate Professor Dr. Linda Most of VSU’s
master’s of library and information science
program said, “I really enjoyed the entire ‘Let’s
Talk About Women’s Suffrage’ reading
experience. I was exposed to books I would
probably never have read otherwise, and I
loved the conversations that grew around each
book.” Another participant and Valdosta
resident Ann Kasun said:
I believed I had a reasonable understanding
of the movement, but the readings and
subsequent discussions deepened my

Published by DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University, 2022

knowledge and brought the subject to life.
Given the current threats to both voting
rights and women’s freedoms, the
discussions could not have been more
timely.
Rafiah Jenkins, local professor and resident, also
participated in the book discussion series. She,
her partner, and a small group of her students
from an Introduction to Africana Studies course
attended the discussion of Vanguard: How
Black Women Broke Barriers, Won the Vote, and
Insisted on Equality for All. During the course,
she and her students discussed many of the
current national and global issues facing Black
individuals through the lens of the Black
experience. Rafiah and her students purposely
did not read the text in preparation for the
event but instead decided to attend to witness
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how a White discussion leader would handle
leading a conversation from a non-Black
perspective to a room primarily filled with
White participants. After the event she stated,
“I was able to see what the participants took
away from the book itself. I took away more
information, and a copy of the book. Ultimately
it led to further discussion in my class, which
was very valuable.” She also found the
experience validating, saying “I liked that, as an
academic, I got to see other academics address
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these current issues, as a professor for my
students and as an individual living in a complex
society.”
Emily Rogers is professor and reference and
government information librarian at Valdosta
State University’s Odum Library
Rob Griggs-Taylor is assistant professor and
gifts and cataloging librarian at Valdosta State
University’s Odum Library
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A Better Life for their Children: Julius Rosenwald, Booker T. Washington, and the 4,978 Schools that
Changed America by Andrew Feiler (University of Georgia Press, 2021: ISBN 9780820358413, $24.60)
No one could have imagined that during the
segregation era, Julius Rosenwald—a
philanthropist and president of Sears, Roebuck
and Co.—and Booker T. Washington—a former
slave and founder of the Tuskegee Institute—
would collaborate to create a program for
African American children in the rural South
that would impact their lives for years to come
and change America. This
program commanded the
building of 4,978 schools
known as Rosenwald
Schools across 15
southern and border
states.

building next to a church that had no running
water or a well. The school did have a small
library filled with biographies that Lewis loved
to read.

Jeanne Cyriaque, African American programs
coordinator for the State of Georgia Historic
Preservation Division, pens an introduction to
and history of the
Rosenwald program in
the book. Cyriaque
learned about Rosenwald
Schools from her
attendance at a
conference in Alabama.
With this knowledge, she
In Andrew Feiler’s
began searching for
photographic work A
Rosenwald Schools in
Better Life for their
Georgia. She discovered
Children, Feiler travels to
that three Georgia
all 15 states to create a
Rosenwald Schools were
visual narration of the
listed in the National
remaining school
Register of Historic
structures, with
Places: T.J. Elder School in
anecdotes from former
Washington County,
Image courtesy of the publisher
students, teachers, and
Hiram School in Paulding
preservationists. Feiler wanted to pay homage
County, and Noble Hill School in Bartow County.
to the program’s earlier days, when Rosenwald
Cyriaque found that the last Rosenwald School
School students and teachers would be
was built after the end of the program in 1937
photographed in front of their new
in Warm Springs, GA, by the intervention of
schoolhouses, so he uses black-and-white
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who frequently
horizontal images throughout the book. Of the
traveled to Warm Springs for polio treatment.
4,978 schoolhouses, only about 500 remain,
When funding came up short, Roosevelt himself
and about half of those schools have been
contributed $1,000 to erect the Eleanor
restored.
Roosevelt School. Andrew Feiler first heard of
Rosenwald Schools from a lunch meeting with
The book begins with a foreword from the late
Jeanne Cyriaque and after that meeting began
Congressman John Lewis. Lewis, who grew up in
his three-and-a-half-year journey to document
Pike County in Alabama, attended a Rosenwald
these historical structures and bring urgency to
School. He reminisces about the small, wooden
the cause of their preservation.
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Feiler divided A Better Life for their Children into
phases: the Tuskegee Phase, 1912–1920; the
Nashville Phase, 1920–1927; and the Chicago
Phase, 1927–1937. Each phase of this pictorial
story illustrates the innovation, expansion, and
transition of the Rosenwald Schools program.
The impact of the program can be witnessed
through individuals who were students of
Rosenwald Schools and became contributors to
the fabric of America, such as poet and writer
Maya Angelou, NAACP Mississippi Field
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Secretary Medgar Evers, and—as previously
mentioned—Congressman John Lewis.
This book is recommended for academic and
public libraries as well as those interested in
African American history, photography, and
preservation.
Ann Mills is a cataloging and metadata librarian
at Kennesaw State University
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Saving the Wild South: The Fight for Native Plants on the Brink of Extinction by Georgann Eubanks
(University of North Carolina Press, 2021: ISBN 9781469664903, $25.00)
unlikely future—of threatened plant species in
the Southeast. The reader will learn nearly as
much about early plant explorers and current
and ancient local cultural tidbits as they will
about the perilous state of the 12 featured
plant species.
Eubanks’ writing includes striking prose. In the
chapter that details the challenge to save the
Florida torreya tree, the author compares the
north Florida landscape to the Serengeti, with
“sapphire skies” and “sculpted” clouds. Many
chapters contain thought-provoking concepts
that challenge the assumptions of readers. The
massive grasslands mentioned in the entry are
losing a competition for land to forested acres
and invasive species. A host of other challenges
include sprawling development, modern
agricultural practices, growing herbicide use by
states and municipalities, and a lack of fires or
controlled burns. These factors, combined with
other climate change-related impacts, are
devastating a multitude of plant species.
Image courtesy of the publisher

Who knew that long before European settlers
made their mark on the southeastern United
States, these lands were blanketed not only in
pure forests but in massive grasslands as well?
This revelation is one of many gleaned in this
story-filled work by Georgann Eubanks. Part
botanical history and part current-day
travelogue, Eubanks makes the reader feel as if
they were along for the ride. The book is filled
with beautiful photographs of the people as
much as the plants that the author and her
travel companion and photographer Donna
Campbell meet along the way.
The author sets out on a modern journey to
investigate the current state—and perhaps
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The author questions society’s general bias
toward the conservation of animals over plant
species. She makes a case for the necessity of
preserving both and eloquently speaks to the
importance of retaining these treasured
elements of Southern identity. Eubanks strives
to influence current and future generations to
the kinds of changes each person can make to
tip the scale in favor of these species, which
represent just a fraction of the many that may
be lost.
Many dedicated people working to advance
plant conservation efforts are covered within
the pages of this book. The Georgia Plant
Conservation Alliance (GPCA), touted as a
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conservation organization whose innovative
conservation techniques and “intelligent
tinkering” other states are working to emulate,
is one of the organizations working in the field
and providing hope for the road ahead.
Included in the book are a detailed
bibliography, an index, and a list of ways each
person can help in the fight to preserve fragile
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plant populations and leave a better legacy to
future generations. This book would be of
particular interest to native and general plant
enthusiasts as well as conservationists.
Ann O’Brien Fuller is head of circulation and
interlibrary loan at Georgia Southern Libraries’
Lane Library

58

Quarterly: Summer 2022

So Much to be Angry About: Appalachian Movement Press and Radical DIY Publishing, 1969–1979 by
Shaun Slifer (West Virginia University Press, 2021: ISBN 9781949199949, $32.99)
In his prologue to So Much to Be Angry About,
Appalachian artist and museum professional
Shaun Slifer recounts a fortuitous encounter he
had with a thin, austere paperback while
attending a private event at the Appalachian
South Folklife Center in West Virginia. Don
West’s A Time for Anger, a chapbook of poetry,
would inspire Slifer to investigate the complex
history behind the work and its printer, the
Appalachian Movement Press (AMP). Slifer’s
work offers a thorough account of the activist
printshop and the radical personalities that
shaped its operation from the late 1960s
through the 1970s.
Slifer, a self-described “community-taught”
historian, is joined by activist Josh MacPhee in
the book’s introduction. MacPhee
contextualizes the development of the
Appalachian Movement Press with the greater
New Left movements that came to utilize small,
underground printing presses to produce their
political texts. Parallels are made between the
more rural and regionally focused AMP and
social movement presses in larger, more urban
areas during this period.
The remaining book is divided into two parts:
“The Press” and “In Print.” “The Press” is a
chronological overview of the Appalachian
Movement Press’s development and is
organized in short, thematic chapters. Its
beginnings are traced to the Students for
Democratic Society (SDS) chapter at Marshall
University and their newsletter Free Forum, first
published in 1966. While SDS was short lived,
local activists worked together to start a
printing press to serve the burgeoning activism
thereafter. In early 1970, the Appalachian
Movement Press came into being with its

Published by DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University, 2022

Image courtesy of the publisher

mission of “uplifting Appalachian people to selfdetermination.” AMP created and distributed
original political writing as well as republished
content from more widely distributed
periodicals. AMP underwent a variety of
ideological and functional changes, eventually
printing work for allied organizations in its later
years. AMP ceased operations sometime in
early 1979. While Slifer consults AMP
publications throughout, he more willingly cites
one-on-one interviews he conducted with
surviving contributors during a three-year
period.
One of the most noteworthy features of So
Much to be Angry About is its visual appeal.
Illustrations and reprinted sources appear
frequently throughout the book, allowing the
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reader to engage with the source material
firsthand. Slifer goes a step further in Part Two
of the book. “In Print” is dedicated entirely to
full-color reproductions of AMP publications,
many of which have not been reproduced since
the 1970s. Five facsimiles, rather than
transcribed pages, are included in this section.
This engages the reader, allowing one to
experience the text similarly to the Appalachian
reader of the 1960s and 1970s. It is, however,
curious that Slifer chooses not to include West’s
A Time for Anger zine when it was the impetus
behind the author’s research.

Overall, the clear prose and engaging design of
So Much to be Angry About would appeal to a
variety of readers. Those with an interest in
literary activism and social justice writing would
find this book particularly interesting, as both
Slifer and MacPhee draw many parallels
between contemporary social movements and
those explored by Appalachian Movement Press
contributors. The complete and chronological
bibliography of Appalachian Movement Press
publications is certainly of great value to
researchers as well.
Autumn M. Johnson is the special collections
librarian at Georgia Southern University
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